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The foreign medium has caused brain fag, put an
undue strain upon the nerves of our children, made them
crammers and imitators, unfitted them for original work
and thought, and disabled them for filtrating their
learning to the family or the masses. The foreign medium
has made our children practically foreigners in their
own land. It is the greatest tragedy of the existing system.
The foreign medium has prevented the growth of our
vernaculars. If I had the powers of a despot, I would
today stop the tuition of our boys and girls through a
foreign medium, and require all the teachers and pro-
fessors on pain of dismissal to introduce the change
forthwith. I would not wait for the preparation of text-
books. They will follow the change. It is an evil that
needs a summary remedy.
Young India,  l-9-'21

But for the fact that the only higher education,
the only education worth the name has been received
by us through the English medium, there would be no
need to prove such a self-evident proposition that the
youth of a nation to remain a nation must receive
instruction including the highest in its own vernacular
or vernaculars. Surely, it is a self-demonstrated pro-
position that the youth of, a nation cannot keep or
establish a living contact with the masses unless their
knowledge is received and assimilated through a medium
understood by the people. Who can calculate the
immeasurable loss sustained by the nation owing to
thousands of its young men having been obliged to
waste years in mastering a foreign language and its
idiom of which in their daily life they have the least use
and in learning which they had to neglect their own
mother-tongue and their  own  literature? There never